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Class 7: Sports Finance and Economics

• International Sports Economy

• National Environment 

• Macroeconomic and Microeconomics of Sport

• Long-term and short-term Benefits of Sport for Economy
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International Sports Economy

- Major events like the Olympics or the FIFA World 
Cup contribute massively to the host country's 
economy through tourism and infrastructure 
development.

- Sports influence job creation, both directly within 
the industry and indirectly through related 
sectors like hospitality and media.

- Sports have a cultural and social impact, unifying 
people globally, which indirectly supports 
international economic relations and 
development.
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• The Sports Industry represents 2.98% (294.36 bn Euro) 
of overall gross value added in the EU.

• The contribution of sport-related employment to total 
employment is 2.12% (equal to 4.46M employees).

• The highest multipliers are found in the construction 
branch and in sectors related to tourism (hotels, air 
transport).

• Education is an important sector in the whole network of 
value creation in sports.

• Three sectors are considered to play a special role food

• products and beverages

• construction

• supporting transport services including travel 
agency services

Study on the Contribution of Sport to 
Economic Growth and Employment in the EU
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The largest sport-related sectors are:

• Education (51.2 bn Euros, nearly 1,111,000 
employees) 

• Sport services (42.1 bn Euros, 749,000 
employees) 

• Public administration (32.2 bn Euros, 503,000 
employees) 

• Accommodation and restaurant services (23.2 bn 
Euros, nearly 586,000 employees)

• Retail (19.9 bn Euros, nearly 587,000 employees)

• Just these five sectors add up to 1.29% of the EU’s GDP 
and 1.70% of its employment.

Study on the Economic Impact of Sport 
Through Sport Satellite Accounts
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Group Activity (15 minutes)

1) Search for a case study on sports impacting national economies on a micro 
to macro level

2) Also, include analysis of both tangible (infrastructure, employment) and 
intangible (brand value, cultural impact) elements.
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Discussion

What are  the long-term and short-term benefits of 
sports for the economy?
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Discussion

Name recent sports events and their economic 
impact (tourism, local businesses, employment)
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Tangible / Intangible Assets and Benefits  

Tangible Intangible

• Property, plant and equipment
• Stadia
• Connected Infrastructure 
• Technology (hardware & software)
• Sports Competition
• Licenses 
• License to operate as a club
• License to commercialize food and 

Beverage

• Players (“Sports Intangible Assets”)
• Federative and Economic Rights
• Receivables
•  Rights (I.P.)
• Image Rights
• Brands
• Immaterial Properties
• Broadcasting
• Marketing
• Merchandising
• Endorsements

The relationship between tangible and intangible 
assets are essential for the sports organization 
operational success. It is possible to analyze many 
different designs when it comes to the asset 
management of clubs, leagues and other properties by 
evaluating the financial reports. 

https://www.realmadrid.com/StaticFiles/RealMadrid/img/pdf/Annual_Report_RealMadrid_2020-21.pdf
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Macroeconomic and Microeconomics of Sport  

To analyze the macroeconomics of sport, we can refer to the 
study commissioned by the European Commission, wherein 
macroeconomic factors were examined in terms of:

- Gross value added
- Employment
- Sector-specific multipliers

On the microeconomic level, the focus is on scrutinizing 
business decisions made within the sports industry. This 
involves examining:

- Transfer Operations
- Valuation
- Equity

This dual approach provides a comprehensive 
understanding of both the broader economic impact and the 
specific business dynamics within the sports sector.

https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/5d58d603a7d5dadc/original/International-Transfer-Snapshot-September-2022.pdf
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Long-term and short-term Benefits of 
Sport for Economy

Properties
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Thank You


